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together basic research as well as
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On this last point, I think our science
community can play a key role. There
are lots of areas where Scotland has
significant expertise and can make a
real difference in developing countries,
for instance renewable energy
technologies and health research. The
recent announcement that the Scottish
Government will double its
international aid budget is good news,
and I’m convinced that aid can be
effective and sustainable through the
practical appliance of science. I want to
work to strengthen the international
links that our universities and research
institutes have with the developing
world so we can exchange information
and grow together. It would be hard to
better Louis Pasteur’s sentiments when
he said “Science knows no country,
because knowledge belongs to
humanity, and is the torch which
illuminates the world.”
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Sciences. Our scale and connectivity
allow us to maximise the use of
resources and compete internationally
in research, attracting some of the
world’s best scientists to come and
work here. The next challenge is to
ensure that scientific excellence is
translated into commercial activity and
business innovation. This is no small
task but we have some interesting
examples of imaginative ten year
investment in pre-competitive research
through three Intermediary
Technology Institutes (ITIs) in Life
Sciences (Dundee), Techmedia
(Glasgow) and Energy (Aberdeen).
These aim to bridge the gap between
publicly-funded early stage research
and privately-backed commercial
development and recognise that
effective translation of research takes
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The truth is that science matters and
touches everyone in their daily lives
but we are so dependent on science
and technology – our phones, our
internet, our transport systems, the
food that we eat, our health and
environmental services – that we have
almost lost sight of it. Science is
inspirational and exciting and it would
be fantastic to see a cultural shift in
Scotland, with science becoming as
valued as the arts and music scene. My
team also deals with funding for
science engagement, including
supporting the Royal Society of
Edinburgh, the four science centres in
Aberdeen, Edinburgh, Dundee and
Glasgow, and vibrant science festival
activity stretching from Edinburgh to
Shetland. These activities show just
how fun, exciting and inspiring science
can be. We aspire to a Scotland where
science is accessible, whatever your age
or background, where science literacy
amongst the general population is high
and provides the tools with which to
engage in debate about science and
technology issues that will shape the
21st century.
Scotland’s future depends so much on
science, engineering and technology –
not just our economy but our quality
of life, health and environment. There
are challenges of course, but I believe
the outlook for science is good in
Scotland, and that it can make a
significant contribution to the rest of
the world.
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