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• Circa 80m 
specimens

• Globally c.1.5-3B 

• Diverse & unique

• Digital Collections 
Programme 
(2014-2024)

• 5% with a digital 
record (from 2.5%)

• Part of several 
global initiatives

Collections

7,015 Collections
181 N.H. Museums, 3622 Herbaria

Data from http://grbio.org/



Challenges



Google

Canon

Cisco / Digital Catapult

Picturae

Industry



• NHM research & 
collections data

• Access, reuse & 
citation

• 9.4m records, 102 
datasets since 2015

• Images, sound, 
video & 3D

• Default open 
licensing 

• 13.42B records 
downloaded in 162k 
events, 95 papers

Data Portal



Impact



Science

Circa 25% UK users



Opportunities

Measuring biodiversity lossEnvironmental Change Citizen science

Measuring hyper diversity Data visualisation Species recognition

Digitisation workflows

Computer vision



Project Plumage

Visiteering

Wired

Mark-My-Bird

Outreach



International

USA
$100
m+

FRA
€29
m

BEL
€5.3

m

NLD
€30
m

EST
€4.8 

m

SWE
€10
m

FIN
€5
m

AUT
€1
m

Recent collections 
digitisation initiatives

114 National Facilities
21 Countries


