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Soil-transmitted helminths (STH) - the challenge

An estimated 1.5 billion people are
infected with soil-transmitted helminths
(STH) globally

Chronic and heavy infection can cause
malnutrition and iron-deficiency anemia,
resulting in:

* Impaired physical and cognitive
development in children

* Reduced productivity and income
generation in adults

Current World Health Organization (WHO)
strategy is to control STH-associated
morbidities through mass drug
administration (MDA)
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can interruption of STH transmission be achieved with MDA ?

Define the goal Develop epidemiologic and operational
definitions of STH transmission interruption

Evaluate intervention Demonstrate the feasibility of interrupting

impact STH transmission through MDA-based
approaches in settings where LF programs
have progressed to post-MDA surveillance

Develop a strategy for Recommend a feasible and effective
implementation at scale approach for scaling STH transmission

interruption programs
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high treatment compliance
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MDA in intervention arms (Arm A) only, unless local starndard of care indicates biannual treatment in children

48 hour post MDA coverage validation survey in random sample of households

MA+B MDA in both intervention arms (Arm A) and control arms (Arm B)

L S

<C
()
=
@
=
=
2
K=
S
=
E
S

4 Dryblood spot collection
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Soil-transmitted helminths infect an estimated 1.45 billion people globally. The current WHO strategy for controlling
STH is based on controlling morbidity via mass drug administration of medications fo children. However, recent
mathematical models and systematic reviews suggest that the current strategy of targeting children with MDA is
unlikely to break transmission of STH, in large part due fo the presence of adult reservoirs of disease. This collection
highlights both the existing evidence and new methodological approaches needed for generating the evidence
necessary for informing potential novel--and significant—-intervention strategies and policy changes.
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