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Fake News
What it isn’t, why it matters & what to do about it
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Facts, Fact Checking & Fact Checkers 

Iceland became 
independent on 
June 17, 1944.
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True or False? 
“Three fifths of our trade is with Europe.”

Sir Martin Donnelly, 
former Permanent secretary for the Department for International Trade
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The challenge

Slanting, biasing, cherrypicking, exaggerating, telling half 
the story, taking out of context, focusing too narrowly, 
looking too broadly, blowing out of proportion, 
emphasising, de-emphasising, overestimating, 
underestimating, overextending, magnifying, 
overgeneralising, ...
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Semantic tensioning
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(A part of) a solution

What’s really being claimed?
What evidence is being adduced?
Is the evidence sufficient to support the claim?
What kind of reasoning is being used?
How can that reasoning be critiqued?
Are alternative perspectives considered?
Are objections anticipated?
Are background assumptions reasonable?
….
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(A part of) a solution

Be critical
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Working with the BBC
to see if critical thinking has an audience
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Working with the BBC
to see if critical thinking has an audience

Highest ever number of respondents

9 in 10 said the BBC should do more like this

54% said it made them think differently about 
the issue
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Working with the BBC
to teach 16-18 year olds how to recognise fake news
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Working with the BBC
to teach 16-18 year olds how to recognise fake news

Deployed to every secondary school in the UK

9 in 10 said it improved their impression of the BBC

68% said it helped test the reliability of news
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Concluding Remarks

Find out more at
www.arg.tech

Read a recent article at
arg.tech/newsweek 

Try out the 
Evidence Toolkit at

arg.tech/schoolreport

chris@arg.tech

ARG_tech

ARG_tech

ARGtechOrg

ARG-tech


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24

