
University tech transfer, and 
opportunities for the whole UK

Sara Holland PhD

21 February 2023



Potter Clarkson      2

Me and synthetic biology

Patent attorney 
specialising in 

synthetic biology

BIA Engineering 
Biology Advisory 

Committee

Co-founded Women 
in Synthetic Biology 

network

Industrial 
Biotechnology 

Leadership Forum

Governing Board of 
the Industrial 

Biotechnology 
Innovation Centre

PhD
Postdoc for 8 years

Yeast molecular 
biology/engineering 

yeast 

chromosomes



Potter Clarkson      3

What should be the role of UK Universities in Technology 
Transfer?
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Synthetic biology
Opportunity for the whole UK

Chicago Inno - LanzaTech Raises Another $72M to 
Turn Pollution into Fuel (bizjournals.com); 
BPI_A_141204SUPAR05_232108a4.PDF 
(sartorius.com); Coordinating the Move to 
Bioprocessing 4.0 (genengnews.com)

Companies registered at Companies House in last 5 years under 
code 72110 (Research and experimental development on 
biotechnology) per person in local population (Companies House 
and ONS).

Over 4x more new biotech companies per 
local person in last 5 years in London and SE 
than in rest of UK…

London and SE Rest of UK

https://www.bizjournals.com/chicago/inno/stories/fundings/2019/08/06/lanzatech-raises-another-72m-to-turn-pollution.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/chicago/inno/stories/fundings/2019/08/06/lanzatech-raises-another-72m-to-turn-pollution.html
https://www.sartorius.com/download/31688/comparing-multiuse-single-use-data.pdf
https://www.sartorius.com/download/31688/comparing-multiuse-single-use-data.pdf
https://www.genengnews.com/insights/coordinating-the-move-to-bioprocessing-4-0/
https://www.genengnews.com/insights/coordinating-the-move-to-bioprocessing-4-0/
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