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Front Cover — The Robing Room

The Robing room is principally used by the Sovereign for the
State Opening of Parliament.

Today, it is in this room where the Queen puts on the Imperial
State Crown and her ceremonial robes before making her way
to the House of Lords. The 19th century Chair of State is
provided for her use, beneath a canopy carved with the rose of

England, the thistle of Scotland, the shamrock of Ireland and

Queen Victoria's monogram.

The paintings by William Dyce in the room depict the chivalric
virtues of hospitality, generosity, mercy, religion and courtesy, as
represented through scenes from the legend of King Arthur and

his court. (Two other frescoes, illustrating fidelity and courage

were originally intended but were never carried out.)

The first State Opening of Parliament presided over by Queen

Elizabeth Il took place on 4 November 1952. This preceded her

Coronation and was her first major state event. Large crowds
gathered outside to catch a glimpse of the new monarch on the
traditional royal procession to the Palace of Westminster.
The Parliamentary and Scientific Committee extend warmest
wishes and congratulations to Her Majesty on the occasion of
her Platinum Jubilee

Parliamentary copyright images are reproduced with the
permission of Parliament
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Parliamentary and Scientific Committee - APPG
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting

Held online on Tuesday 16th March 2021 at 12.30 pm

Present:

Dr Stephen Benn

Lord Hacking

Professor Chris Rapley
David Bott

Professor lan Haines
Lord Ribeiro

Dr Anne-Maria Brennan
Dr Guy Hembury

Dr Elizabeth Rollinson
Lord Broers

Dr Mark Hollingsworth
David Slater
Commodore Barry Brooks
Dr Anya Hunt

Professor Mark E. Smith
Gavin Costigan

Stephen Metcalfe MP (Chairman),

Paul Jackson

Lord Tebbit

Sir Frederick Crawford
Leigh Jeffes

Lord Trees

Dr Trevor Crichton
Anthony Kearns
Professor Cherry Tweed
Colin Danson

Dr Ashley Lenihan

Dr Peter Warren CBE
Dr David Dent

Monty Long

Dr Joe Watson

Dr John Dudeney
John Lowe BEM

Dr Anthony Whitehead
Professor Michael Elves
Andrew Mackenzie
Professor Michael Wood
Attila Emecz

Doug Millard

Dr Richard Worswick
Dr Matthew Frost
Frederick Pitt

David Youdan

Sarah Garry

David Price

Professor Neil Gow
Rebecca Purvis

Leigh Jeffes, Karen Smith, John Slater and Ben Allen were in attendance.

1. Apologies for Absence were received from:

Dr Eric Albone

Professor Peter John

Dr Katie Perry

Sir Peter Bottomley MP

Tim Julier

Professor Narender Ramnani
Professor Derek Craston
Professor Michael Lee

2. Business from the Chair

Paul Ridout

Thangam Debonnaire MP

Professor Tony Mann

Nick Shaw
Professor Cam Donaldson
Professor Richard Massey
Professor Sir Paul Curran
Sandra Gidley

Douglas Mills

Sir Adrian Smith

Sir Peter Gregson

Carol Monaghan MP
Lord Willis of
Knaresborough

Chris Green MP

Ms Carol Monaghan MP
Doris-Ann Williams MBE

The Chair advised that The Earl of Selborne, who was a former president of this
Committee, died peacefully at home on 12 February 2021, aged 80.

John had sat in the House of Lords from 1972 to 2020, and was a member of the
House of Lords Science and Technology Committee on several occasions, chairing it
from 2014 to 2017. He had a number of positions over his long career, including
President of the Royal Geographical Society, Chairman of Trustees at the Royal Botanic
Gardens at Kew, and a member of the Royal Commission on Environmental Pollution.
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He was elected as a Fellow of the Royal Society in 1991.

A Minute’s Silence was then held in honour of his memory.

. MINUTES of Inaugural Meeting held on Monday 13th January

The Minutes had been published in the Annual Report and had been circulated to all
members.

The Minutes were approved and signed by the Chair.

3.1 Matters arising not covered in the Agenda
None

. Election of Officers, Vice-Presidents, Advisory Panel and Council members for
2021/2022

4.1 Election of President - Lord Broers
The election of Lord Broers as President was proposed by the Chair, seconded by
Dr Stephen Benn and agreed nem-con by the Members of Parliament attending
the meeting.

4.2 Election of Officers, Vice-Presidents and Advisory Panel members for
2021/2022
The election the following Officers, Vice-Presidents and members of the Advisory
Panel was proposed by the Chair, seconded by Lord Broers and agreed nem-com by
the Members of Parliament attending the meeting:
Chairman
Mr Stephen Metcalfe MP
Deputy Chairman
Ms Chi Onwurah MP
Vice-Presidents
Mr Paul Ridout
Dr Stephen Benn
Mr Atti Emecz
Professor lan Haines
Dr Guy Hembury
Ms Doris-Ann Williams MBE
Professor Francesca Medda
Sir Peter Bottomley
Chris Green MP

Hon Treasurer
Lord Willis of Knaresborough

Hon Secretary
Ms Carol Monaghan MP
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Advisory Panel
Mr David Youdan
Dr David Dent

Ms Rebecca Purvis

4.3 Election of Council members for 2021/2022

The election the following Council members was proposed by the Chair, seconded by
Lord Broers and agreed nem-com by the Members of Parliament attending the
meeting:

The Officers, Vice-Presidents and Members of the Advisory Panel

Colin Danson

Professor Michael Elves

Mr Paul Jackson

John Lowe BEM

Dr Douglas Naysmith

Professor Narender Ramnani

Mr lan Taylor MBE

Dr Richard Worswick

5. Election of Life Members
The Chair thanked Lord Oxburgh, former President of the Committee, for his many
years of valuable service, dedication and support and proposed that he be elected as a
Life Member.

This was seconded by Lord Broers and agreed nem-con by the Members of Parliament
attending the meeting.

6. To receive the Annual Report 2020
The Annual Report for 2020 had been circulated.

The Chair proposed that the Annual Report be accepted. This was seconded by
Professor Michael Elves and agreed nem-con by the Members of Parliament attending
the meeting.

7. Finance
7.1 To receive the Financial Statement for 2020
The Accounts for 2020 had been prepared by the Committee’s Accountant, Peter
Watts and had been circulated to all members.

The year end results for 2020 showed a small surplus of £5,634, as a result of an
Increase in subscription income from new members and savings in staff and office
costs.

The Chair proposed that the Financial Statement for 2020 be accepted. This was
seconded by Colin Danson and agreed nem-con by the Members of Parliament
attending the meeting.

7.2 Financial Estimates for 2021
The 2021 Budget, approved by Council at its meeting held on 10th December
2020, had been circulated.
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The budget showed an anticipated deficit for 2021 of £7,750.

It was noted that subscription income from members formed the major part of the
Committee’s revenue stream, chasing unpaid subscriptions was a vital task and the
budget included a provision to resource this.

Leigh Jeffes would also be continuing with the project to recruit new members.

The Chair proposed that the Financial Estimates for 2021 be accepted. This was
seconded by Colin Danson and agreed nem-con by the Members of Parliament
attending the meeting.

7.3 To ratify Subscriptions for 2021
Council had reviewed the membership subscription rates and recommended that
the increase should in line with inflation. Subscriptions for the previous two years
had risen by 6% per annum to enable subscription levels to catch up following a
period of several years when there had been no increase at all.

The proposed rates 2021 had been circulated.

The Chair proposed that the Subscription rates for 2021 be ratified . This was
seconded by Professor lan Haines and agreed nem-con by the Members of
Parliament attending the meeting.

7.4 Grant Application to the Parliamentary Science and Technology
Information Foundation
Dr Stephen Benn advised that the Trustees of PSTIF had met on 8th March to
consider an application from the Parliamentary and Scientific Committee for grant
funding to support the publication of its Journal, Science in Parliament.
The request was for a grant of £18k to be paid over 3 years - £10,000 for 2021;
£6,000 for 2022 and £2,000 for 2023.
The grant would underpin and strengthen the P&SC organisational capability and
financial position for the next three years and would allow for reorganisation and
reprioritisation of resources and expertise towards membership recruitment
activities while ensuring it is possible to maintain standards and quality of
production of Science in Parliament.
Dr Benn reported that the PSTIF Trustees independent of the Parliamentary and
Scientific Committee had considered the proposal in depth and had approved the
grant.
The Meeting recorded its thanks to Dr Benn for his assistance in progressing this
and to Dr David Dent for preparing the Business Case.

8. Report from Council
Dr Benn advised that Council had met 4 times during 2020 - the report had been
circulated to all members.

8.1 Resourcing the work of the Committee
Dr Benn advised that 2020 had been a very successful year for Committee despite
the challenges of Covid and thanked the Administrative Team for their support.
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8.2 Membership

30 new members had joined the Committee during 2020 and it was noted that
the online platform for P&SC Discussion Meetings had enabled wider participation
including attendees from overseas.

Mr John Lowe advised that there were a few members of the former of the All-
Party Engineering Group (APEG) who would like to continue membership with the
Parliamentary and Scientific Committee as Individual members.

8.3 Programme

The Chair thanked the Meeting Sponsors, Carol Monaghan MP for Chairing the
Programme Committee and John Slater for taking on the role of Programme
Manager.

Members were invited to send suggestions for future topics to John Slater or Karen
Smith.

Mr Colin Danson advised that the wider participation enabled by using the Zoom
webinar platform, the increased number of meetings and the breadth of topics had
been welcomed.

8.4 Science in Parliament

The Chair thanked Leigh Jeffes for his report which had been circulated to all
members.

Science in Parliament was now being sent to all Members of the House of Lords as
well as Members of the House of Commons.

There was an opportunity for Committee members to advertise their own events in
the Journal and to sponsor the covers.

8.5 STEM for Britain

The report from Leigh Jeffs had been circulated.

STEM 2021 was again very successful despite the challenges of holding the event
online.

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting, 16 March 2021

There had been over 100 attendees for the virtual awards event on 8th March with
a good attendance by Parliamentary Colleagues.
STEM 2022 was planned to be held in Westminster on Monday 7th March 2022.

The Chair thanked Doris-Ann William MBE for her support in chairing the STEM
Organising Committee.

8.6 Social Media

The Committee’s presence on its social media platforms had continued to grow.

The Chair thanked Ben Allen, Paul Ridout, Doris-Ann Williams and Charlotte Hall
for their assistance in facilitating this.

9 Any Other Business

The Chair advised, in response to a question raised by Mr Doug Millard, that
requests for contacting other Committee members could be channelled through
Karen Smith.
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The Inter-Parliamentary Union were organising a Webinar on “Building bridges
between science and parliamentarians for the good of society”, on 17 March
2021. Members were asked to contact Karen Smith for further details.

The Chair thanked members for attending the AGM and closed the meeting at
13.11.
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Annual Report from
The Chairman for 2021

Stephen Metcalfe MP

2021 has continued to be a difficult year with many more people having lost loved
ones in the Covid-19 pandemic and an increasing number suffering the effects of
long-Covid.

| extend my heartfelt thanks to all healthcare workers who have worked on the
frontline throughout, particularly nurses, who have worked so hard to keep services
operating.

| was shocked and saddened by the murder of Sir David Amess in October, a
dedicated public servant carrying his usual duties and | send my deepest sympathies
to his wife Julia, their son and their four daughters.

We were also saddened by the death of John Selborne who had chaired the House
of Lords Science and Technology Committee and was a very active member of P&SC
for many years and a past-President of the Committee.

In June 2021 we celebrated ‘International Women in Engineering Day’, recognising
the brave and brilliant woman engineers who are pioneers in their field and who
push to solve the everyday problems,

At the time of writing this, forecasters had just warned that Storm Eunice will be
even more damaging than Storm Dudley, which has left tens of thousands of homes
without power, downed trees, disrupted travel services and caused flooding in many
areas. Our recent programme of Discussion Meetings have focussed on the
consequences and challenges of Climate Change and it is pertinent that our next
meeting will be looking at the impact of a changing climate and rising seas on
coastal communities .

We had to continue our meetings online - our very successful webinar topics have
included the ongoing issues around the Covid pandemic; the UK-EU deal for Science;
UK telecoms and infrastructure; Sector Deals for SME's; the National Quantum
programme; the role of Science in the Government’s ‘Build Back Better’ plan; the
Natural Capital Initiative; UK neurological research and the science and ethics of
genome editing.
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We were able to hold our Awards Ceremony for the STEM for Britain 2021
Competition winners in Portcullis House in December and | am looking forward to
STEM for Britain 2022 which will take place in a few weeks time. STEM for Britain
provides the opportunity to showcase the incredibly high standard of work being
undertaken by our early-career researchers.

I am hoping that we will also be able to hold some of our Discussion meetings in the
Houses of Parliament this year and our Annual Lunch is planned to be held in the
Cholmondeley Room and Terrace in July.

We will continue to work in partnership with our Members and the scientific
community to help ensure parliamentary colleagues understand what needs to be
done to maintain and grow UK research and innovation.

Last year we welcomed 23 new members to the Committee — please do get in touch
with Leigh Jeffes if you would like information about joining.

I am grateful to Leigh Jeffes and to Karen Smith for all their work on behalf of the
Committee and to the wider P&SC Team — Dr Isabel Spence, John Slater Ben Allen
and Alfie Hoar for their help.

I'am also grateful to Vice- President Viscount Stansgate for undertaking the chairing
of the P&SC Council meetings and deputising for me at Discussion Meetings in my
absence; to Carol Monaghan MP for chairing the Programme Committee and to
Vice-President Doris-Ann Williams MBE for chairing the STEM for Britain Organising
Committee meetings.
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Addresses and Discussions 2021

See www.scienceinparliament.org.uk for further information

"UK Telecommunications and Infrastructure” Monday 18th January 2021

Dr Ashley Thomas Lenihan, Author of 'Balancing Power without \WWeapons: State
Intervention into Cross-Border Mergers & Acquisitions';

Roger Brown, CEO, Cioux Group;
Dave Essery, Director, Cioux Technology Services.

"What does the UK-EU deal mean for science?”
Hosted in partnership with the Royal Society Monday 1st February 2021

Re Hobley, Deputy Director, EU Exit Negotiations and Engagement, The Department for
Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy;

Sir Richard Catlow FRS, Foreign Secretary and Vice-President, The Royal Society;
Martin Smith, Policy & Advocacy Manager (UK & EU), Wellcome Trust;
Anne-May Janssen, Head of European Engagement, Universities UK International.

“Sector Deals for SME’s" Monday 15th February 2021

Karl S. Ryder, Professor of Physical Chemistry, Postgraduate Tutor, Materials Centre, School
of Chemistry, University of Leicester;

Paul Mason, Director of Innovation Policy, Innovate UK;
Brian Norton, Managing Director, Indestructible Paint Ltd, Birmingham.

“Update on Covid-19"

Held in partnership with the Academy of Medical Sciences,

the British Academy, the Royal Academy of Engineering

and the Royal Society. Monday 15th March 2021
Professor Judith Breuer FMedSci, Director of Infection and Immunity, Professor of Virology
at UCL;

Professor Melinda Mills MBE: Fellow of the British Academy, Director, Leverhulme Centre
for Demographic Science, University of Oxford & Nuffield College;

Dr Shaun Fitzgerald FREng Royal Academy of Engineering Visiting Professor in Sustainable
Buildings at the University of Cambridge;

Professor Charles Bangham FMedSci FRS: Professor of Immunology, Faculty of Medicine;
Co-Director of the Institute of Infection, Imperial College London.
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“The UK National Quantum Programme”,
Held partnership with UKRI InnovateUK Monday 12th April 2021
llana Wisby - CEO of Oxford Quantum Circuits ;

Roger McKinlay - Challenge Director - Quantum Technologies, UK Research and
Innovation;

Sir Peter Knight, founder of the UK’s National Quantum Technology Programme and chair
of its strategic advisory panel.

"What is the role of science in delivering the Government’s plan to ‘Build Back
Better?”

Held in partnership with the Physiological Society. Monday 17th May 2021

Paul Drabwell - Deputy Director Place, Impact & Research, Department for Business,
Energy and Industrial Strategy;

Professor David Paterson - President, The Physiological Society and Head of Department of
Physiology, Anatomy and Genetics, University of Oxford;

Steve Rees - Vice President for Discovery Biology, AstraZeneca;
Naomi Weir - Head of Innovation, CBI.

“Natural Capital Initiative”
Sponsored by Plymouth Marine Laboratory Monday 7th June 2021
Professor Nicola Beaumont, Head of Sea and Society, Plymouth Marine Laboratory ;

Professor lan Bateman OBE, Director, Land, Environment, Economics and Policy Institute,
University of Exeter;

Dr Vicky Morgan, Marine Natural Capital Leader, Joint Nature Conservation Committee.

“Transition to Net Zero”,
Held in partnership with the Met Office Monday 5th July 2021

Professor Jason A. Lowe OBE, Head of Climate Services for Government at the Met
Office;

Professor Jim Skea CBE, Professor of Sustainable Energy . Imperial College London and
Co-Chair of IPCC Working Group Il;

Dr Alex Archibald , Associate Professor and Group Leader for the atmospheric chemistry
modelling group in the Yusuf Hamied Department of Chemistry, University of Cambridge.

“Mathematical modelling and algorithms”
Held in partnership- with the Institute of Mathematics and its Applications
Monday 13th September 2021
Dr Nira Chamberlain , President, Institute of Mathematics and its Applications;
Dr Kit Yates, Senior Lecturer Department of Mathematics, University of Bath;
Dr Ellen Brooks Pollock, Associate Professor Bristol Veterinary School, University of Bristol;

Dr Hannah Fry, Centre for Advanced Spatial Analysis Faculty of the Built Environment,
UCL.
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‘Brain Gain: how world-leading UK neuroscience research can meet tomorrow’s
societal challenges,”

Held in partnership with the British Neuroscience Association.

Tuesday 12th October 2021
Professor Tara Spires-Jones, Centre for Discovery Brain Sciences, University of Edinburgh;
Matt Eagles, winner of the BNA's Public Engagement of Neuroscience Award 2020 ;

Professor Timothy Constandinou, Professor of Bioelectronics, the Deputy Head of the
Circuits and Systems Research Group and Centre of Bio-Inspired Technology at Imperial
College London;

Professor Masud Husain, Nuffield Dept Clinical Neuroscience, University of Oxford.

"Genome editing and farmed animal breeding: social and ethical issues”

Held in partnership with the Nuffield Council on Bioethics
Monday 29th November 2021

Professor John Dupré, Professor of Philosophy of Science at the University of Exeter and
Director of Egenis, the Centre of Study of Life Sciences;

Elizabeth Cripps, Senior Lecturer in Political Theory at the University of Edinburgh and
Associate Director of CRITIQUE: Centre for Ethics and Critical Thought;

Darren Bhattachary, CEO of Basis Social.

“STEM for Britain 2021 Awards Ceremony Monday 5th December 2021

The 2021 STEM for Britain poster exhibition and competition for early career researchers
tool place in March 2021 and had to be held on-line due to the ongoing Covid pandemic.

We were however delighted to be able to return to the Place of Westminster for the
Awards Ceremony in December.

Please go tp https://stemforbritain.org.uk/ for more information
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