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Parliamentary and Scientific Committee - APPG 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 
Held on Tuesday 25 April 2023 at 5:00pm 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 
PRESENT Stephen Metcalfe MP (Chair), Viscount Stansgate, Baroness Julia Brown of 
Cambridge, Lord Trees, Chris Green MP, Colin Danson, Doris-Ann Williams, Guy Hembury, 
Michael Elves, Oliver Bennett, Tom Nicols, William Duncan, Peter Thorpe, Ion Secula, 
Benjamin Guedj, Cheryl Burgess, Isabel Spence, Karen Smith, Julia Parker, Daryl Howe, Ian 
Lucas, Meghna Ravishankar, Peter Anson, Rosalind Azouzi, Alan Peacock, Ryan Mercer, Barry 
Heseltine, Simon Waldron, John Slater, Anthony Kearns, Adrienn Tomar, Tim Julier, Seb 
Janner, Matt Rooney, Laura Kent, Jeff Llewellyn, Caroline Pritchard. 
 
Leigh Jeffes, David Youdan and Karen Smith were in attendance. 
 
1 BUSINESS FROM THE CHAIR 
The Chair reminded Attendees that in accordance with the rules governing the Annual 
General Meetings of All-Party Parliamentary Groups only Parliamentarians present may 
vote.  However, all Attendees would be able to make statements and ask questions. 
 
The Chair welcomed Baroness Brown to the meeting and thanked her in advance for the talk 
that she would be presenting to attendees at the close of the meeting. The Chair 
commented that he was pleased that the Parliamentary and Scientific Committee had had a 
productive year. He appreciated that meetings had returned to a face-to-face format within 
Parliament. He commented that an excellent programme of talks and meetings had been 
held in 2022 and continued into 2023. Indeed, the evening before on the 24 April an 
extremely good session had been presented by the National Physical Laboratory on the 
topic of ‘Time’. 
 
2. MINUTES of the Annual General Meeting held on Tuesday 15 March 2022. 
The minutes, which had been circulated, were agreed and signed. 
 
3. ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
3.1 Election of President  
The election of Viscount Stansgate as President was proposed by the Chair, seconded by 
Chris Green MP and agreed nem-con by the Members of Parliament attending the meeting. 
 
3.2 Election of Chairman, Vice Chairman, Hon. Secretary, Hon.Treasurer 
 and Vice-Presidents 
The election of Stephen Metcalfe MP as Chair was proposed by Viscount Stansgate, 
seconded by Chris Green MP and agreed nem-con by the Members of Parliament attending 
the meeting. 
 
The election of the following Officers was proposed by the Chair, seconded by Chris Green 
MP and agreed nem-com by the Members of Parliament attending the meeting:   
 
Deputy Chairman 
Ms Chi Onwurah MP 
 
Hon Treasurer 
Lord Willis of Knaresborough 



 
Hon Secretary 
Ms Carol Monaghan MP 
 
Vice-Presidents 
Mr Atti Emecz 
Professor Ian Haines 
Dr Guy Hembury 
Ms Doris-Ann Williams MBE 
Professor Francesca Medda 
Sir Peter Bottomley 
Chris Green MP 
 
3.3 Election of Council and Advisory Panel members for 2023/2024 
The election the following members to the Council was proposed by the Chair, seconded by 
Chris Green MP and agreed nem-com by the Members of Parliament attending the meeting:   
 
Sir Peter Bottomley  
Colin Danson     
Professor Michael Elves 
Mr Atti Emecz  
Chris Green MP 
Professor Ian Haines  
Dr Guy Hembury    
Mr Paul Jackson 
John Lowe BEM   
Andrew Mackenzie 
Professor Francesca Medda   
Mr Stephen Metcalfe MP 
Ms Carol Monaghan MP   
Ms Chi Onwurah MP    
Professor Narender Ramnani  
Dr Elizabeth Rollinson 
Ms Doris-Ann Williams MBE  
Lord Willis of Knaresborough   
 
The election of the following members to the Advisory Panel was proposed by the Chair, 
seconded by Chris Green MP and agreed nem-com by the Members of Parliament attending 
the meeting:   
 
Daniel Callaghan 
 
 
4. TO RECEIVE THE ANNUAL REPORT  2022 
The Annual Report for 2022 had been circulated. The Chair proposed that this be adopted, 
this was seconded by Viscount Stansgate and agreed nem-com by the Members of 
Parliament attending the meeting. 
 
Matt Rooney requested that the correct name of ‘The Institution of Mechanical Engineers’ 
should be used in the Annual Report and in the meeting papers. 
 
 



5.1  To receive the Financial Statement for 2022  
The Treasurer reported on the Finance Report that had been circulated. The year-end result 
showed a surplus of £19k. 
 
The Chair requested that the accounts for 2022 be adopted, this was proposed by Chris 
Green MP and seconded by Baroness Brown and agreed nem-com by the Members of 
Parliament attending the meeting. 
 
5.2 Financial Estimates for 2023 
The Treasurer advised that the 2023 budget had been based on the same level of 
membership subscriptions as had been achieved in 2023. She also noted that the 
membership invoices included a 3% increase from the 2022 figures. As a result the budget 
showed a proposed year end surplus of £13k. 
 
The Chair proposed that the 2022 Budget be adopted; this was seconded by Chris Green MP 
and agreed nem-con by the Members of Parliament attending the meeting. 
 
5.3 To ratify Subscriptions for 2023 
The membership rates for 2023 had been circulated. Council had proposed a 3% increase for 
the year. 
 
The Chair requested that the 2023 membership subscription rates be ratified. This was 
proposed by Viscount Stansgate and seconded by Baroness Brown and agreed nem-com by 
the Members of Parliament attending the meeting. 
 
6 REPORT FROM THE COUNCIL  

The report, covering resourcing the work of the Committee, Membership, the 
Programme, Science in Parliament, STEM for Britain and Social Media had been circulated. 
 
Council had met four times during 2022. 
 
The Chair advised that thanks to Leigh Jeffes and the P&SC Team there had been an increase 
in membership in the past year, Science in Parliament was now distributed to both Houses, 
there had been an excellent programme of events and STEM for Britain was an on-going 
success. 
 
Leigh Jeffes thanked Lord Trees and William Duncan for their support with the P&SC journal, 
Science in Parliament, and expressed his thanks to the many excellent authors who 
contributed through the year. 
 
The Chair proposed that the Report be approved; this was seconded by Viscount Stansgate 
and agreed nem-con by the Members of Parliament attending the meeting. 
 
7. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
In response to a question, Karen Smith advised that membership fees can be paid by 
bankcard, and those requesting to make a payment in this way should email their request to 
her. 
 
 
    The meeting ended at 5:25 pm 
  
 



Addresses and Discussions 2023 
See www.scienceinparliament.org.uk for further information 
 
 
16 January 2023 – Energy – Sponsored by UKRI. 

There are few subjects more topical than energy security. The Committee heard from four 
expert speakers about the UK’s position with regards to energy security: 
 
Professor Jim Watson, Professor of Energy Policy and Director at UCL’s Institute for 
Sustainable Resources,  
Dr Rebecca Ford, Senior Lecturer and Chancellor’s Fellow at the University of Strathclyde’s 
Centre for Energy Policy,  
Professor John Barrett OBE, Professor of Energy and Climate Policy in the School of Earth 
and Environment at the University of Leeds, 
Dr Lucy Martin, Deputy Director of Cross-Council Programmes with the Engineering and 
Physical Sciences Research Council at UKRI. 
 

7 February - Digital Skills - Sponsored by IET. 

Technology is progressing at a faster rate than ever before and our society needs to keep up 
with it. The four expert speakers discussed the need to improve digital skills in the UK 
workforce: 
 
Dr Graham Herries, Engineering Director, IET,  
Yvonne Baker OBE, Chief Executive of STEM Learning,  
Professor Rab Scott, Head of Digital at University of Sheffield's Advanced Manufacturing 
Research Centre 
Professor Tim Dafforn, Professor of Biotechnology at the University of Birmingham. 
 

21 February 2023 - Synthetic Biology: The Opportunity for the UK to be a Leader in Synbio 
for Human Health.  - Sponsored by bit.bio  
 
Synthetic biology (synbio) will provide the next generation of advanced cures and therapies. 
The four experts spoke about this exciting field and how the UK can be a synbio pioneer: 
 
Fiona Mischel, Director of International Outreach at SynBioBeta,  
Dr Sara Holland, Patent Attorney at Potter Clarkson,  
Dr Joe Healey, Co-founder and CEO of NanoSyrinx,  
Dr Mark Kotter, Founder and CEO of bit.bio.  
 

6 March 2023 – STEM for Britain 

STEM for Britain is a poster competition to showcase scientific research carried out by early 
career researchers across 5 disciplines of STEM: Chemistry, Biological and Biomedical 
Sciences, Physics, Mathematics and Engineering and to give members of both Houses of 
Parliament an insight into the outstanding research work being undertaken in UK 
universities by early-career researchers. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.scienceinparliament.org.uk/


24 April - Measurement of Time – Sponsored by NPL. 

The reliable measurement of time is essential for the effective functioning of a modern 
economy, including defence, navigation and finance. The expert panel of NPL scientists  
explained modern timekeeping, how the time scale is established and why it’s important –
illustrated by specific relevant examples focused on the need of reliable time keeping for 
global financial markets and using time-measurement to provide early warning for 
Tsunamis: 
 
Professor Helen Margolis MBE, 
Dr Leon Lobo, 
Dr Giuseppe Marra. 
 

22 May - The Deep Tech SME Ecosystem - Supporting research-intensive SMEs for growth. 
- Sponsored by the Royal Society of Chemistry 
 
Global manufacturing is valued at over £14tn, of which £240bn comes from the UK.  It has 
developed complex, global supply chains optimised for cost and convenience.  But over the 
last few decades other drivers have assumed greater importance – minimising emissions of 
greenhouse gases and conservation of raw materials!  This is making the evaluation of new 
materials, new processes and minimisation of waste priority goals for manufacturing 
industries around the world, and these changes are reorganising the global distribution of 
manufacturing.  
 
These factors play out differently in different end use sectors – what works in the 
automotive industry is different from the packaging industry, the construction industry, the 
aerospace industry, the food industry, or the home and personal care industry.  What they 
all share is the need for better information up and down the supply chains, investment in 
new production equipment and regulation that drives the right changes. 
 
The panel of expert speakers spoke about the  progress towards sustainability and what is 
needed to be able to proceed at pace: 
 

Tanya Sheridan, Head of Policy and Evidence, Royal Society of Chemistry, 
Professor Martin Freer, Vice-President for Science and Innovation, Institute of Physics 
Dr Alexander Reip, Chief Technical Officer, Oxford nanoSystems, 
Dr Joe Marshall, Chief Executive, National Centre for Universities and Business.. 
  

12 June - Making things sustainably – What is sustainable making?- Sponsored by the 
Warwick Manufacturing Group. 

The resources of this planet are finite. Thus, with an increasing global population, demand 
will increase and will become unsustainable. So, instead of a linear production model of 
make, sell, use and dispose, we need a circular model of make, sell, use, re-use, repair, re-
purpose and eventually recycle. In order to achieve this, we will need long term 
sustainability strategies – both nationally and globally – and this is the challenge.  

 

 



The expert panel who discussed this were: 

Professor Claire Davis, Warwick Manufacturing Group, 
Professor Mark Jolly, Cranfield University, 
Professor Jeremy Frey, University of Southampton, 
Nick Pearson, Rolls Royce. 
 

4 July - Annual Lunch – held in the House of Lords 

Guest Speaker – Lord Krebs 

 

10 July - STEM for Britain Gold Medal Winners Meeting and Dinner. 

As part of the Parliamentary and Scientific Committee’s (P&SC) annual STEM for Britain 
event, The Westminster Medal is awarded to the overall winner and is decided from the 
gold winners of each discipline. The medal is awarded in memory of the late Dr Eric 
Wharton, who did so much to establish SET for Britain as a regular event in the 
Parliamentary calendar. 
 

18 September - Digital Health for the 21st Century - Sponsored by Northumbria University   
and Newcastle University. 

Digital technology provides innovative opportunities to reduce health inequalities and 
support the most marginalised in society. The three expert speakers about the innovative 
ways new technology is being used.  

Professor Matthew Kiernan, Professor of Mental Health and Veteran Studies at Northumbria 
University, 
Dr Gemma Wilson-Menzfeld, Associate Professor of Ageing and Digital Health Psychologist 
at Northumbria University, 
,Prof. Abi Durrant, Professor of Interaction Design at Newcastle University. 
 
16 October – Changing how we see life - Sponsored by the Rosalind Franklin Institute. 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) has progressed at an unprecedented pace in recent years. These 
developments have resulted in exciting opportunities to improve our understanding and 
treatment of various diseases. 
 
The three expert speakers were: 
Professor James Naismith , The Rosalind Franklin Institute  
 Professor Sheena Radford, University of Leeds 
 Dr Michalis Papadakis, CoFounder & CEO of Brainomix. 
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20 November –- The Impact of Extreme Heat on Vulnerable Populations - Sponsored by the 
Physiological Society. 
 
UK temperatures have seen a dramatic increase since 2010, with summer 2023 and summer 
2022 being the first and second hottest summers on record respectively. The six  expert 
speakers spoke  about the dramatic effect this could have on our health: 
 
 Prof. Mike Tipton, Professor of Human and Applied Physiology, 
Dr Cat Pinho-Gomes from Institute of Health informatics at UCL, 
 Carl Petrokofsky, UK Health Security Agency, 
Prof. Elizabeth Robinson , Director of and Head of Local Climate Action, 
Dr Candice the Grantham Research Institute on Climate Change at LSE, 
Baroness Dr Fiona Twycross  
 

Christmas Parliamentary Science Reception  Wednesday 13th December  
 
The Reception was co-sponsored by Stephen Metcalfe MP, The Viscount Stansgate,  
Chi Onwurah MP, Carol Monaghan MP and Layla Moran MP and organised by the 
Parliamentary & Scientific Committee on behalf of, and in cooperation with, the Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) community. 
  
The scientific societies supporting this event were: The Royal Society, Royal Society of 
Biology, Nutrition Society, The Physiological Society, the Council for the Mathematical 
Sciences, Royal Society of Chemistry, Institute of Physics, the Institution of Engineering 
Technology, Royal Academy of Engineering, Biochemical Society, and Applied Microbiology 
International. 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Parliamentary and Scientific Committee is an All-Party Parliamentary Group funded by 
Membership – for details go to https://www.scienceinparliament.org.uk/publications/annual-reports/ 

Registered address: 2nd Floor, 201 Great Portland St, London W1W 5AB 
 

Chair and Registered Contact – Stephen Metcalfe MP, email: Stephen.metcalfe.mp@parliament.uk 
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