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1. Following EU Exit, FSA is responsible for all food 
and feed regulatory approval in England, Wales 
and Northern Ireland (working alongside Food 
Standards Scotland)

2. We follow a robust risk analysis process to deliver 
independent evidence-based advice and 
recommendations to ministers

3. We are committed to supporting new foods 
come to the UK market while protecting 
consumers’ food safety

Our role as a regulator
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FSA Science, Evidence & Research 
170 scientists & analysts delivering the science and evidence needs of the FSA
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Balancing act as a regulator

1. We aim to be a proportionate and 
agile regulator supporting food 
innovation while maintaining food 
safety standards

2. We look to get the balance right in 
terms of how much information we 
need from business applicants to be 
able to conduct risk assessments and 
deliver safe and swift regulatory 
decisions

Our ambition
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oversight



Innovation in Food Safety & 
Regulatory Science
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Regulatory Innovation Office

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/68f7548ffd5741
6292f12d9a/regulatory_innovation_office_one_year_on.pdf

DSIT Funding of £3M

Support for innovation in 
food safety regulation



The UK's New Innovation Hub
Novel foods require pre-market authorisation before they can be sold in Great Britain. These technologies can pose 
unique safety risks and complex regulatory questions.

The new Innovation Hub will protect consumers by making sure these new foods are safe before they can be sold, as 
well as giving greater clarity on regulatory requirements to innovators and investors.

Our Programmes:

Cell-Cultivated Sandbox
The FSA is working with 

industry and academia to 
gather rigorous scientific 

evidence about Cell-Cultivated 
Products (CCPs) and the 

technologies used to make 
them.

Innovation Research 
Programme

A rapid one-year programme to 
enhance the FSA and FSS’s 
capabilities and specialist 

expertise in regulating 
innovative food technologies, 
with a particular emphasis on 

precision fermentation.



The UK's New Innovation Hub
These two innovative programmes enhance the FSA & FSS's capabilities and expertise in regulating 
innovative food technologies. 

Reducing barriers for industry to obtaining market authorisation, with improved capacity to assess 
product safety, providing increased clarity for applicants and answering key regulatory questions to 
enable market access.

Efficiency

A clearer understanding for industry of what they will need 
to provide and how long the regulatory process will take.Transparency

Future proofing

More efficient regulatory assessment of innovative 
products.

Improve our understanding of future innovative products, 
so we can prepare and continue to improve.



Supporting innovation

Now includes 
precision 

fermentation



Novel Foods Tasting Guidelines



Working in partnership
• International engagement e.g. Singapore
• Working with the UK research community

From Cell Ag UK: https://cellag.uk/alternative-protein-hubs



Thank you

https://www.food.gov.uk/our-
work/science-and-evidence

 
@foodgov

FoodStandardsAgency

FoodStandardsAgency

/foodgov

Contact us Find out more about 
FSA science
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